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Specimen Digitization at NYBG  

ÅDigitizing collection of >7.3 million 
herbarium specimens since 1997.  

ÅProject -by -project basis (e.g. taxonomic, 
geographic)  

ÅManually capture all collection label data, 
averaging 10 specimens/hour  

ÅImaged representative specimens  

M. Tulig, N. Tarnowsky, M. Bevans, A. Kirchgessner, B. M. Thiers (2012).  
ZooKeys  209: 103 ï113  



Relative distribution and numbers of NY specimens.  

Image and capture collection data for >170,000 NY specimens  

including vascular plants, non -vascular plants, and fungi.  

Contributing data sources :  

Å± 150,000 existing 

complete NY specimen 

records for this region  

ÅField books and detailed 

itineraries for ± 75% of the 

major collectors 

represented in the 

collection  

The Caribbean Project  



14 collaborating herbaria, 20 target plant families from North America  

ÅImage and capture collection data for ± 600,000 specimens  

ÅEnhance ± 600,000 existing records (images, geocoordinates , etc.)  

Contributing data sources :  

Å± 1.2 million existing complete 

records from TCN partners  

Å± 3 million existing complete 

records from 3 large consortia  

ÅExisting complete records for 

all other NY specimens from 

North America  

ÅExisting records in GBIF  

Photos: www.alexanderwild.com  

Hemiptera  

Hymenoptera  

Tri - Trophic TCN  (ADBC)  



Rapid Data & Image Capture  

Curate Collections  
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ÅBarcode  

ÅScientific name (as filed)  

Å150 -200 records/hour  

 

Photograph every specimen  

ÅBarcode = Image file name  

Å80 -120 exposures/hour  


